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Greetings from NYSNLA’s President
Dear NYSNLA Members, Supporters & Colleagues:

Welcome to the Great New York State Fair and the 2023 Court of Honor 
Ceremony of the New York State Nursery and Landscape Association. Today is 
our association’s day to shine and we use this beautiful Courtyard as an example 
of expertise, artistry and hard work that Nursery and Landscape Professionals 
across the Empire State offer to homeowners and businesses.

Congratulations to this year’s honorees: CNLP of the Year David Clark, CNLP; our 
Hall of Fame Inductee Gary Gasparini, Lifetime CNLP; and our Dr. George L. Good 
Gold Medal of Horticulture Recipient Jerry Parmenter, Senior CNLP. We thank 
these outstanding professionals for their accomplishments and contributions to 
our profession and industry! 

Today we also are posthumously inducting Sharlene Reeves, Lifetime CNLP, into 
the Hall of Fame. Sharlene was a Past President of NYSNLA and a vital part of the 
leadership of PlantGFLX-Region 5—and she is missed. As Sharlene’s colleagues, 
family and friends join us today—let us celebrate her—and all of our 2023 
Honorees. They serve as examples for all of us—and inspire the next generation.

I also want to thank our Award Selection Committees who chose the Honorees, 
our State Fair Committee for putting together today’s activities and our presence 
here at the Fairgrounds, and to our sponsors, advertisers, and supporters who 
help make our impact here in Syracuse a reality. And thank you for your presence 
and participation today.

Here’s to NYSNLA! Here’s to all of you! 

Melissa Caggiano, CNLP
President

Message from the State Fair Committee
Dear NYSNLA Colleagues & Fairgoers:

Welcome to a very special day—as NYSNLA members and supporters from 
across the state converge at  the Great New York State Fair to showcase 
our Court of Honor and Annual Award Honorees in the Horticulture Building 
Courtyard! The Committee and a dedicated cadre of wonderful volunteers have 
spent months cleaning-up the Courtyard, designing and bringing the Sensory 
Garden to life. Look further in this program for our list of acknowledgements. 

Please take time following the ceremony to tour the Sensory Garden and learn 
more about the work of NYSNLA and the expertise brought to the industry and 
the general public by CNLPs—Certified Nursery and Landscape Professionals. 
Help us spread the word—so more people take advantage of all that NYSNLA and 
CNLPs have to offer!  

Enjoy your time at the Fair!

 
Beth Fry, Lifetime CNLP
Chair

Melissa Caggiano



- Order of Program -
Welcome Message from NYSNLA

Melissa Caggiano, CNLP
President 

2017 CNLP of the Year

- Presentation of the 2023 NYSNLA Annual Awards - 
Certified Nursery & Landscape Professional of the Year

	  NYSNLA Hall of Fame
        

	

2023 
Court of Honor Ceremony

at the Great New York State Fair 

2023
David R. Clark, CNLP
Presented by Steven S. Sypniewski, Lifetime CNLP
PlantWNY-Region 6 President
NYSNLA Board of Directors 

2023
Gary G. Gasparini, Lifetime CNLP
Presented by James Sollecito, Senior Lifetime CNLP
Long-Time Fellow PlantCNY-Region 4 Member
Sollecito Nursery Landscaping LLC

Please Note:
NYSNLA Staff will set-up the photographic shots, the association photo will be taken, then guests and friends will be 

given time to take their photographs of the group and individual Honorees.  We thank you for your cooperation.  

Following the Court of Honor Ceremony, we encourage all in attendance to take in the Horticulture Building Courtyard,  
which has been transformed into the NYSNLA Sensory Garden for the enjoyment and education of all those attending the  

Great New York State Fair—and to help promote our NYSNLA Members and the value of nursery and  
landscaping professionals in the Empire State.



2023 
Court of Honor Ceremony

at the Great New York State Fair 
	     NYSNLA Hall of Fame

	     Dr. George L. Good Gold Medal of Horticulture

2023
Posthumous Induction 
Sharlene L. Reeves, Lifetime CNLP
Presented by Karl Naegler, CNLP
PlantGFLX-Region 5 Secretary-Treasurer
NYSNLA Immediate Past President

PlantGFLX-Region 5 Regional  
Representatives to NYSNLA 
Steve Miles & Shawn Ballone 
We also very pleased to welcome David Reeves, 
Sharlene’s Husband & her Siblings
Darlene Baum, Kathy Chase and James Leibeck 

Dr. George L. Good

2023
Jerry R. Parmenter, Senior CNLP
NYSNLA Past President
Co-Chair – Professional Development-CNLP Committee
Owner & President – Elemental Landscapes
Presented by Donna W. Moramarco, CNLP
Director of Horticulture – Planting Fields Foundation
& Past Recipient of the Gold Medal of Horticulture

- Closing Remarks -
Melissa Caggiano, CNLP

President 
2017 CNLP of the Year

Adjournment & Group Photography Session



NYSNLA wants to thank all of the following who supported our efforts  
at the Great New York State Fair and the Court of Honor.

Volunteers 
Planning, Courtyard  

Clean-Up & Maintenance
 Sensory Garden Installation & Maintenance  

Beth Fry - Green Scapes Inc.
Dale Tuttle - Aspinalls Tree Nursery

Danielle Magee-Fubelli - Morgan Meile Garden Center
Jennifer Canaan - Michael Grimm Services
Kimberly White - Michael Grimm Services
Jessica Barron - The Pond & Rock Shop

Todd Cruikshank - The Pond & Rock Shop
Kaine Egleston - The Pond & Rock Shop
Luke Nicholas - Aspinalls Tree Nursery

Chad Izyk - Izyk Landscaping
Tom Chesbro - Izyk Landscaping
Josh Lambert - Izyk Landscaping

Kyle Bailey - Izyk Landscaping
Rich Williams - Izyk Landscaping

Liz Snyder - True Leaf Design
Leo LaCroix - Belgard Hardscapes

Dana Kuhlmann - Site One Landscape Supply
Melissa Caggiano – Plant Connection 

Donations
Plants, Mulch, Decorative Elements & Supplies 

Belgard Hardscape
Cross Creek Nursery

Green Scapes Inc
Lasnicki Landscaping & Nursery

Medford Nursery
Morgan Meile Garden Center

Northern Nurseries
Poplar Point Studio

Advertisers
Please check out the fine companies who have 
ads in this program. We thank them for their 

support!

Special Thanks
Our Members & Supporters  

Who Joined Us Today!
The Staff of the Great New York State Fair & 
NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets
The Caggiano’s & Jamesport Farm Brewery 

for support of our Summer Celebration
The NYSNLA Office Team

Acknowledgments





 
Melissa Caggiano, CNLP

President

Elizabeth Snyder, Senior CNLP
Vice President

Beth Fry, Lifetime CNLP
Treasurer

Kim Schichtel, CNLP
Secretary

Karl Naegler, CNLP
Immediate Past President

 

PlantLI – Region 1 
Anthony Caggiano, Lifetime CNLP

PlantLHV-NYC – Region 2 
Kevin Covino

PlantNENY – Region 3 
&  Nurserymen’s Foundation 

Representative
Jerry Parmenter, Senior CNLP

PlantCNY – Region 4 
James Burt

Dana Kuhlmann

PlantGFLX – Region 5 
Shawn Ballone

Steve Miles

PlantWNY – Region 6 
Kristy Schmitt, CNLP

Steven Sypniewski, Lifetime CNLP

PlantMHV – Region 7 
Jan Jansen, Lifetime CNLP

Mark Masseo, CNLP
James Presutti, Lifetime CNLP - Alternate

PlantSTNY – Region 8 
Leigh McGonagle, CNLP

NYSNLA  
Board of Directors 

State Fair Committee
Beth Fry, Lifetime CNLP – Chair

Melissa Caggiano, CNLP
Elizabeth Snyder, Senior CNLP

CNLP of the Year Selection Committee
Beth Fry, Lifetime CNLP – Co-Chair

Jerry Parmenter, Senior CNLP – Co-Chair
Liz Berkeley, CNLP

Dannielle Carr, CNLP
Vincent Drzewucki, Jr., Lifetime CNLP

Christian Gruber, CNLP
Bob Hansen, CNLP
Scott Olivieri, CNLP

CNLP of the Year Selection Committee (cont.)
Kim Schichtel, CNLP

Elizabeth Snyder, Senior CNLP 
Mina Vescera

Hall of Fame Selection Committee
Karl Naegler, CNLP – Chair

Mike Frank
Phil Tripi

Dr. George L. Good Gold Medal of 
Horticulture Selection Committee

William Head
Donna W. Maromarco, CNLP

Dr. Martin Petrovic

EXECUTIVE 
BOARD

DIRECTORS

Committees Contributing to 
NYSNLA’s 2023 New York State Fair Presence



Stop by our outdoor showroom to get ideas and to speak 
to one of our team members about your next project. 

 5072 SMORAL ROAD CAMILLUS, NY 13031 315-488-4261 
www.gasparinilandscaping.com 

 

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR HALL OF 
FAME INDUCTION GARY!!! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

-Landscape Design/Build 
-Hardscape Construction 
-Poolscapes Design/Build 
-Landscape Lighting 

-Vinyl 
-Ornamental Steel 
-Chain Link 
-Custom Wood 

- Kitchens 
- Bathroom 
- Additions 
- New Home Construction 
 
 



Please Support Our 2023 Drive for 

PLANT CNY has been involved in collecting Toys for Tots for over 25 years. In 2018, we  
lost a long-time member Ted Florczyk, owner of Teds Landscaping. Ted was always a very 
generous supporter of Toys for Tots—and in his memory we now call our effort Toys for 
Ted. Since 2018, PLANT CNY expanded our program and added more drop-off locations to  
increase the number of toys collected. 

With the help of our members and supporters, we have had 21 drop-off locations. In 2022, 
we had our most successful year to date—and we were able to donate $1,000.00 and over 
30 big boxes of toys—enough to fill a small box truck. We are the second largest donation 
collection effort in Onondaga County, behind one of our local news stations. We would like to 
be the largest donor in CNY—so please help us accomplish this worthy goal!

If you would like to help PLANT CNY with our Toys for Ted Drive, monetary donations can be 
made to PLANT CNY, with a “Toys for Tots” in the memo section of your check.  

Mail to  
PLANT CNY, PO Box 3293, Syracuse NY 13220 

or Venmo Beth Fry  @Beth-Fry-28

Thank you for your support!











At Buffalo River Compost, we take 
pride in our commitment to
environmental conserva�on and the 
beau�fica�on of our community. 

Each year, we keep thousands of tons 
of organic surplus from going to 
regional landfills while producing 
environmentally beneficial  compost.

buffalorivercompost.com | 716-614-6611

Specialty BlendsMulchCompost Buffalo Zoo Poo

LEARN MORE AT

 A DIVISION OF NOCO



Whether strolling through its flower-filled gardens  
or touring its magnificent mansion, Sonnenberg  
Gardens and Mansion State Historic Park is a very 
special place. The 50-acre estate is one of just two 
public gardens in all of the New York State Parks  
System. Sonnenberg is one of the few Country Place 
Era Estates remaining in the United States. It is  
distinctive for its extraordinary collections of period 
architecture, garden statuary, themed gardens of the 
world including a Japanese Garden and Teahouse, 
and a Lord & Burnham Greenhouse Complex.

Green Industry Management Summit 2023
Monday-Wednesday, October 23-25, 2023

Embassy Suites – Downtown Saratoga Springs
Join together with your fellow Green Industry Leaders in Saratoga Springs on October 23-25, 2023 

to discuss the issues that matter to your livelihood and the future of our industry and  
individual businesses in New York State. 

We welcome all Owners and Leaders of the Green Industry of New York State to come, enjoy the 
beautiful setting, share your incredible wealth of knowledge and experience, and learn from your 

colleagues!  We can’t think of a better way to wrap-up 2023—and get ready for 2024! 

Please Join Us for  
NYSNLA’s Fall Events!

Full details can be found at www.nysnla.com

CNLP Day 2023
Friday, September 15, 2023

Sonnenberg Gardens & Mansion State Historic Site, Canandaigua


